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The second edition of the Primates of East Africa 
Pocket Identification Guide became available in May 2023, 
five years after the first edition (Fig. 1; De Jong and Butyn-
ski 2018, 2023).  The second edition recognizes 73 taxa.  As 
for the first edition, the second edition is part of Re:wild’s 
Tropical Pocket Guide Series (series editors: Russell A. 
Mittermeier and Anthony B. Rylands) and is illustrated and 
designed by Stephen D. Nash.  The second edition includes 
13 QR codes to the vocal profiles of the galagos of East 
Africa.  These were compiled by the Nocturnal Primate 
Research Group at Oxford Brookes University (Bearder et 
al. 2013; <https://www.wildsolutions.nl/vocal-profiles>).  
The second edition adopts the current degree of threat status 
of these primates as provided by the IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species (IUCN 2023).

Several taxonomic changes were incorporated into the 
second edition besides adjustments to the drawings, altitu-
dinal limits, and geographic distributions.  The taxonomic 
changes are summarized here: 

1. The correct Latin binomial for Demidoff’s dwarf 
galago is now ‘Galagoides demidoff’, not ‘Galagoides 
demidovii’ (Jenkins et al. 2018; Svensson et al. 
2019).  Grubb et al. (2003) concluded that the correct 
Latin name for Demidoff’s galago was demidovii, 
as referred to in Fischer (1808), written in Latin 
with, consequently, the Latinized name of Prince 
Demidoff.  The epithet demidovii was used by Oates 
(2011), Ambrose and Butynski (2013), and Nekaris 
(2013), among many others, while Jenkins (1987), 
Kingdon (1997), Masters and Couette (2015), and 
Svensson et al. (2019) were among those who 
applied the epithet demidoff.  Jenkins et al. (2018) 
argued that demidoff, as written by Fischer (1806), 
was in fact being used as a Latin binomial and, as 
such, was the correct name for this species.  Jenkins 
et al. (2018), thereby, confirmed the validity of the 
name demidoff Fischer, 1806.
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2. The recently described and ‘Endangered’ Manyara 
monkey Cercopithecus mitis manyaraensis Butynski 
and De Jong, 2020, is added as one of the 11 
subspecies of gentle monkey in East Africa. 

3. The biggest changes involve the taxonomy of the 
savanna monkeys Chlorocebus.  These changes 
complement the taxonomy applied in the Primates 
of Northeast Africa Pocket Identification Guide 
(Butynski and De Jong 2022b).  Based on an extensive 
review of the literature, viewing of hundreds of 
individuals in the field and in photographs, and close 
examination of all specimens of Chlorocebus at the 
Museum für Naturkunde, Berlin, we recognize four 
subspecies of vervet for East Africa: northeastern 
vervet Chlorocebus pygerythrus arenaria (Heller, 
1913), eastern vervet Ch. p. centralis (Neumann, 
1900), Pemba vervet Ch. p. nesiotes (Schwarz, 
1926), and reddish-green vervet Ch. p. rufoviridis 
(I. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1843).  Importantly, 
Hilgert’s vervet hilgerti (Neumann, 1902) is not 
included in the second edition.  This is because 
the hilgerti holotype and three paratypes, all from 
Ethiopia and present at the Museum für Naturkunde, 
Berlin, are grivets Chlorocebus aethiops, not vervets 
Ch. pygerythrus (as per Groves 2001, 2005; Grubb 
et al. 2003; Haus et al. 2013; Isbell and Enstam Jaffe 
2013; Wallis 2013).  Recognizing hilgerti as a grivet 
endemic to Ethiopia, and Ch. p. arenaria and Ch. 
p. centralis for East Africa, takes us back, in part, 
to the pre-2001 taxonomy for Chlorocebus (as per 
Pocock 1907; Elliot 1913; Schwarz 1926; Dandelot 
1959, 1974; Hill 1966; Kingdon 1971; Napier 1981; 
Lernould 1988; Gippoliti 2018; Turner et al. 2019).

4.  The ‘Critically Endangered’ southern patas monkey is 
acknowledged as a species Erythrocebus baumstarki 
Matschie, 1906, not as a subspecies of Erythrocebus 
patas (Schreber, 1775) (De Jong and Butynski 2020, 
2021).
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Figure 2. Adult Somali lesser galago Galago gallarum south of Bute, northeast 
Kenya. Photograph by Yvonne de Jong and Thomas M. Butynski.

Figure 3. Adult male olive baboon Papio anubis, Karisia Forest, central Kenya. 
Photograph by Yvonne de Jong and Thomas M. Butynski.
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The second edition presents several changes to the dis-
tribution maps, including the following:

1. Thomas’s dwarf galago Galagoides thomasi is now 
known for the Mahale Mountains National Park, 
western Tanzania (Butynski and De Jong 2023).

2. Large areas of highly unsuitable (i.e. desert or 
waterless) habitat were removed from the distribution 
of the Somali lesser galago Galago gallarum (Fig. 2) 
and olive baboon Papio anubis (Fig. 3).

3. Specimens at the Museum für Naturkunde, Berlin, 
confirm that the moholi lesser galago Galago moholi 
moholi is present in southern Tanzania. 

4.  The map for the gentle monkey Cercopithecus mitis 
has many changes.  Doggett’s silver monkey C. m. 
doggetti is now known for northwestern Tanzania 
(Perkin and Bearder 2004).  The distribution of the 
Mahale silver monkey C. mitis ssp.? is larger than 
previously mapped (Kano 1971; McLester et al. 
2019).  Stuhlmann’s blue monkey C. m. stuhlmanni 
is in central southern Kenya (C. Wilkinson pers. 
comm. in Butynski and De Jong 2020).  Pousargues’s 
monkey C. m. albotorquatus is now shown to occur 
farther south, to Kilifi Creek, on the coast of Kenya 
(Butynski and De Jong 2022a). 

5. To accommodate the taxonomic changes for 
Chlorocebus, the biggest change to the maps is 
for Chlorocebus pygerythrus, with both Ch. p. 
centralis and Ch. p. arenaria recognized, and Ch. 
a. hilgerti removed.  Also, the northern limit of Ch. 
p. rufoviridis is now depicted as the Rufiji River, 
southern Tanzania, rather than southwestern Uganda. 

6.  The distribution of the ashy red colobus Piliocolobus 
tephrosceles is extended well east of Mahale 
Mountains National Park (Kano 1971; McLester et 
al. 2019).

7. Many adjustments were made on the map for the 
Angola colobus Colobus angolensis, particularly for 
the Rwenzori Angola colobus C. a. ruwenzorii as 
the southern limit of its distribution is Kibira Forest, 
northwestern Burundi, not Gombe Stream National 
Park, Tanzania (De Jong and Butynski pers. obs., K. 
Detwiler pers. comm.).

The softcopy (pdf) of the second edition of the Primates 
of East Africa Pocket Identification Guide is freely avail-
able at <https://www.wildsolutions.nl/wp-content/uploads/
DeJongButynski-2023-PG-EAP2_compressed.pdf>.  Hard-
copies will be available before August 2023.  Comments, 
errors or additions to this guide can be sent to: <yvonne@
wildsolutions.nl>. 
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