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The Section on Great Apes (SGA) of the IUCN/SSC Primate Specialist Group 

is a team of experts leading research on and conservation of the great apes. 

The role of the SGA is to promote conservation action on behalf of the great 

apes based on the best scientific information available. The SGA serves as a 

forum for discussion and information exchange; it establishes guidelines for 

best practices in research and conservation; and it formulates action plans 

and advises on the effective protection of great ape populations in the wild.

IUCN —  the International Union for Conservation of Nature is the world’s largest 
conservation network, bringing together 82 States, 111 government agencies, more than 
800 non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and some 10,000 scientists and experts 
from 181 countries in a unique worldwide partnership. IUCN has six Commissions, of 
which the Species Survival Commission (SSC) is the biggest. This network of volun-
teer scientists advises IUCN on the technical aspects of species conservation. Most 
SSC members are deployed in Specialist Groups focused on over 120 distinct species 
or species groups. The Primate Specialist Group (PSG) is concerned with more than 
630 species and subspecies of monkeys, apes and lemurs — in particular, for carrying 
out conservation status assessments and making recommendations on taxonomic deci-
sions which inform IUCN policy as a whole. The PSG produces a number of journals and 
newsletters, including Primate Conservation, African Primates, Asian Primates, Lemur 
News and Neotropical Primates. A newly established element of the PSG, the Section on 
Great Apes, focuses exclusively on issues affecting the 13 known species and subspe-
cies of orangutans, gorillas, bonobos and chimpanzees.

The goal of the SGA is to prevent the extinction of the great apes by informing and sup-
porting sound policy decisions by habitat countries. The SGA advises governments on 
effective conservation strategies based on current knowledge of the populations and 
distributions of the great apes and the many pressures that threaten their survival. As 
an integral aspect of this role, the SGA facilitates the 
exchange of critical information among primatologists 
and the professional conservation community.

With close to 100 members — including some of the 
world’s most distinguished and experienced great ape 
researchers — the combined expertise of the SGA spans 
the scientific, social and ethical aspects of great ape con-
servation, providing a comprehensive perspective on the 
challenges and solutions available.
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In common with other IUCN/SSC Specialist Groups, the ongoing activities of the SGA 
include:

IUCN Red List assessments

The SGA is responsible for reviewing the Red List assessments for each species and 
subspecies of great ape, making any recommendations for a change in status and pro-
viding the necessary documentation in support of those changes.

Status Survey and Conservation Action Plans

Thus far the SGA has sponsored regional workshops on chimpanzees in West Africa 
and on both chimpanzees and gorillas in Western Equatorial Africa. These workshops 
brought together researchers and conservationists, protected area managers and offi-
cials from range states, and the resulting Action Plans outline their consensus opinion on 
the priority sites and priority actions vital to the protection of great apes in those regions. 
Specific plans are being prepared for the Cross River gorilla, the Nigerian chimpanzee 
and the Sumatran orangutan.

Establishing guidelines for specific research and conservation practices

Drawing on expertise from within the IUCN network, the SGA is working on publications 
providing “best practices” which provide guidance to field scientists, governments, do-
nors and development organizations involved in great ape conservation. Priority topics 
now in preparation include:

• Tourism and great apes

• Methods for monitoring and surveying great ape populations

• Reintroducing great apes to the wild from sanctuaries

• Disease control and monitoring in great ape populations.

Fund-raising for research and conservation in the field

A major element of the SGA’s workplan is to find the financial resources to support 
needed conservation actions in the field, working in close collaboration with numerous 
partner organizations—NGOs, researchers, government departments and institutes — to 
implement recommendations from the Action Plans. These include surveys, monitoring, 
and ecological studies in the wild, the promotion of measures for the consolidation and 
management of protected areas, training and education programs.
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IUCN — International Union for Conservation of Nature

IUCN’s mission is to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve 

the integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable 

and ecologically sustainable. See http://www.iucn.org/

Species Survival Commission (SSC) and the Primate Specialist Group (PSG)

The SSC is a knowledge network of some 7,000 volunteer members working in almost every 

country of the world, with more than 120 Specialist Groups and Task Forces. Members of the 

SSC and the PSG include government officials, protected area managers, wildlife biologists and 

veterinarians. See http://www.iucn.org/themes/ssc/index.htm
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