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Nonhuman primates are geographically 
widespread, and many primate species are at risk of 
extinction due to anthropogenic activities. Human-
primate interactions are complex, vary widely, occur 
in many different contexts and are often poorly 
understood. Human-primate interactions depend 
on social and cultural, as well as economic factors 
and can vary from a primate being worshipped 
as a deity in one place to the same species being 
persecuted and killed in another. Currently most 
resources about the human-primate interface focus 
on human-primate conflict in agro-ecosystems, 
but other interactions occur between primates 
and people, such as primate pet keeping, primate 
tourism and primate hunting and consumption. 
Additionally, human proximity to wild primates is 
increasing as more habitat is opened up for resource 
extraction and people encroach on forests. Solutions 
to all these issues will benefit from a coordinated 
interdisciplinary approach. An interdisciplinary 
approach is essential to understand the human 
dimension of human-primate interactions be they 
positive or negative. 

The Section for Human-Primate Interactions 
(SHPI) is composed of experts in human-primate 
relations who come from a wide range of disciplines 
across natural and social sciences and the humanities. 
Our diverse membership (currently 35 individuals 
from 17 countries) represents conservation 
NGOs, universities, and zoological institutions. 
All have substantial experience of human-primate 
interactions at the practical or academic level. 

The Section is organised into sub-groups focusing 
on: Primate tourism; Primate hunting (subsistence 
and sport); Primates in agroecosystems; Primate 
trade; The changing role of primates in human 

culture (religion, history, media, etc.). Activities will 
include:
1. Developing and maintaining a website Linked 

with the IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group 
website.

2. Develop and maintain a reference library 
of human-primate interaction publications. 
Members of each sub-group will be responsible 
for communicating relevant new publications 
to the Vice chair who will be responsible for 
developing and updating the SHPI’s reference 
library (which will be available on the Section’s 
website).

3. Provide interdisciplinary advice and expertise on 
problematic human-primate interactions. 

4. Build capacity where needed particularly in 
the study of the human dimension of human-
primate interactions by organising and providing 
training workshops in the application of social 
science methods and ethics in primate range 
countries.

5. Add to existing IUCN/SSC Primate Specialist 
Group technical guidance materials, resources 
and tools as and when appropriate. 
We are discussing the best way to produce much 

needed best practice guidelines for primate tourism 
(excluding large apes which are already available) 
which are easily accessible to the public and tourism 
operators as well as guidelines for primatologists. 
We are also developing best practice guidelines for 
responsible photography with primates.  

SHPI Co-Chairs: Sian Waters and Susan Cheyne. 
Contact SHPI at psg.hpi@gmail.com; https://human-

primate-interactions.org/ (under construction); 
Twitter: @people_primate; Facebook: //www.facebook.

com/groups/187157948858667/
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