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Five 16mm films that deal with primate behavior, 
ecology, and conservation have been digitized and are 
now freely available online. They were made in the 1960s 
through the early 1990s. 

Time has had a negative impact on the quality of 
the films, but they remain important not only for their 
educational value to those interested in primate behavior 
and ecology, but they have historic value because they 
depict the habitat of places that have changed radically 
since these were made. Digitization was made possible 
by funding from the Department of Evolutionary 
Anthropology, Duke University and the voluntary 
technical assistance of Craig Breadon.  
Available films are:
1) Behavior and ecology of vervet monkeys 

(Cercopithecus aethiops) in the Masai-Amboseli 
Game Reserve, Kenya.  45 minutes.  Color with sound 
narration.  This film was shot by Tom Struhsaker in 
1963 and 1964 during the course of his Ph.D. field 
research. He did all of the editing and narration.    

2) Vocalizations of Wild Chimpanzees. 40 minutes.  Color 
with sound. Photography: Hugo Van 
Lawick.  Reseach: Peter Marler and Jane 
Van Lawick-Goodall.  Sound recording: 
Peter Marler. Released in 1971, but taken 
some years earlier.   

3) Aspects of the behavior of the Sifaka 
(Propithecus v. verreauxi Grandidier, 
1867). 12 minutes. Black and white 
with sound narration. Photography and 
narration: Tom Struhsaker with input 
from Alison Richard. This film was taken 
in 1971 near the village of Hazafotsy, 
which was the site of Alison Richard's 
Ph.D. thesis.  

4) Ecology and Behavior of the Patas Monkey 
(Erythrocebus patas). 18 minutes. Color 
with sound.  This film was produced by 
the late J. Stephen Gartlan in the late 1960s 
during his visits to the Waza National 
Park, Cameroon (100 miles south of Lake 
Chad).   

5) The Zanzibar Red Colobus Monkey: 
Behavior, Ecology, and Conservation. 
Color with sound narration. Video taken 
in the early and mid 1990s by me and 
narration by Tom Struhsaker. A higher 
quality DVD of this is available from Tom 
Struhsaker.

Visit: http://archive.org/search.php?query= 
thomas%20struhsaker. The Internet Archive, 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit, is building a digital 
library of Internet sites and other cultural 
artifacts in digital form. To learn more about 
adding to this resource, see https://archive.
org/about/.                   - Thomas T. Struhsaker

The second, revised edition of Unwitting Travelers: 
A History of Primate Reintroduction by Benjamin Beck 
(Berlin, MD, USA, Salt Water Media) was published 
in soft cover earlier in 2019. The book documents the 
reintroduction of more than 24,000 apes, monkeys, 
lemurs, and lorises between the 16th century and the 
present, describing the locations, dates, species, numbers 
of animals, methods, purposes and outcomes of each of 
234 primate reintroduction programs. Those planning 
to reintroduce primates often find that documentation 
of previous efforts is absent, or reports are unscientific, 
lacking in detail, and scattered in obscure sources. They 
are forced to reinvent the wheel, and the wheel turns on 
unproven assumptions and intuition. Many primates 
suffer as a result. There are international guidelines 
for reintroduction, but they pertain specifically to 
conservation-based reintroductions, which make up only 
15% of all primate reintroductions. Unwitting Travelers 
fills the gaps. The book is available from the author 
www.drbenjaminbeck.com,  the publisher https://www.
saltwatermedia.com/shop/unwittingtravelers, or from 
Amazon or Barnes and Noble.
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