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Brief Communication:

Birth of the African Primatological Society for the 
Future of African Primates
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At the IUCN / SSC Primate 
Specialist Group African Primate 
Red List Assessment Workshop 
in Rome in April 2016 experts 
assessed the conservation status 
of African primates based on 
a set of criteria which includes 
hunting pressure and habitat loss 
and fragmentation. A hundred 
out of 179 taxa were classified 
as threatened including 35 
endangered and 15 critically 
endangered. More than ever 
before, these assessments 
revealed the dire situation facing African primates 
and drew attention to the imminent catastrophic 
loss of the continent’s rich heritage if concrete 
steps are not taken urgently to reverse the current 
trend. A clear take home from these assessments 
is that current efforts are simply not enough to 
safeguard the future of African primates. Moving 
forward, there must be greater commitment from 
all stakeholders – international and local. National 
governments, international organizations, donor 
agencies, research institutions, local communities, 
groups and individuals must reassess their levels 
of commitment and intervention strategies, and 
reposition themselves to be more effective in their 
efforts to save Africa’s primate diversity. 

In particular, Africans must step up to the 
challenge of saving their natural heritage. Many have 
argued that in the long term, effective conservation 
of African primates lies principally in the hands of 
Africans and requires that significant changes take 
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place within Africa. There is the 
need, therefore, for Africans to 
get more actively involved in and 
lead efforts to better understand 
and protect African primates 
and their habitats.

For too long, Africans 
have taken a back seat in 
African primate research and 
conservation efforts at local 
and international levels. For 
example, few primate research 
and conservation projects in 
Africa are led by nationals 

of range countries; and until the Rome meeting 
this year only a few, if any, Africans were able to 
participate in the Red List Assessment of African 
primates, which assigns defined threat categories to 
the different taxa and therefore sets the agenda for 
conservation interventions. The situation is similar 
for other international primatological fora such as 
the International Primatological Society Congresses, 
convened to share information about research and 
conservation efforts and to assess the state of the 
world’s primates, including African Primates. 

One of the factors that have been identified for 
this low level of involvement of Africans in such 
international efforts is the lack of coordination 
among African primatologists and conservationists. 
In contrast to other regions of the world, there is 
no established platform for information sharing, 
coordination of research and conservation 
efforts, promotion of greater and more effective 
representation at international fora, and networking 
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among African primatologists to promote research 
and improve conservation efforts. 

The lack of coordination has also limited the 
ability of African primatologists to influence 
policies that impact on African primates and their 
ability to lend support as a regional group where 
needed. While there is still a dearth of Africans with 
expertise in primate research and conservation on 
the continent, such expertise is undeniably growing 
and needs to be harnessed for the benefit of African 
primates.

It is against this backdrop that the idea of 
forming an African primate group was conceived. 
This idea was discussed at a number of meetings and 
via email leading to the formation in 2013, of the 
“African Primatologists Working Group” (APWG), 
which was essentially an email correspondence 
group coordinated by an ad hoc steering committee. 
At the 2016 IUCN /SSC Primate Specialist Group 
African Primate Red List Assessment Workshop in 
Rome, the African representatives continued these 
discussions and officially adopted the name “African 
Primatological Society (APS)” with a new steering 
committee constituted to coordinate the activities 
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of the Society. We are proud and most pleased to 
announce the birth of the APS! 

The steering committee is working towards 
organizing an inaugural congress of the APS in 
2017. Among other things the congress will agree 
on the structure and operational framework of 
the APS, adopt a constitution for the Society and 
elect officers to lead and coordinate the affairs of 
the Society. The steering committee is developing 
a membership form that will be circulated widely 
and also working towards creating a website and a 
database of members with contact and other relevant 
information. It is hoped that everyone will help 
contact primate researchers and conservationists 
in their countries and sub-regions to gather 
information for the database. We are also working 
towards identifying potential partner institutions, 
donors, and a host institution (where the Society 
is to be headquartered). We encourage all African 
primatologists to join the APS and help to safeguard 
the future of African primates.

(The African Primatological Society thanks Conservation 
International’s Stephen Nash for logo design).

Participants at the 2016 IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group’s African Primate Red List 
Assessment Workshop, Rome, Italy.


