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Sepela Field Programs 
offers a variety of primate, 
anthropology, and ecology 
themed field courses that 
are perfect for students looking for 
field experience. 

Courses are taught by qualified 
instructors, and students may 
arrange to receive course credit 
through their home institution. In 
2016, Sepela will offer field courses 
including Advanced Methods in Field 
Ecology, Field Primatology, and 
Primate Veterinary Care. 

Each field course also includes a 
Wilderness First Aid (WFA) & CPR 
component, allowing students the 

The University of Arizona Summer 2016 
Primate Studies Field School in Rwanda 

This unique and exciting study abroad program focuses on 
experiential learning in one of Central East Africa's most progressive 
countries and home to over a dozen species of monkeys and apes, 
including the famed mountain gorilla. Students will go on adventure 
treks to observe gorilla families and golden monkeys on the slopes of the 
extinct Virunga volcanoes; follow groups of chimpanzees, black and white 
colobus and guenon monkeys in an afro-alpine jungle; and travel on Safari to 
watch wildlife and study troops of baboons and vervet monkeys in a savanna setting.
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opportunity to earn their WFA & 
CPR certification.

All 2016 field courses will take 
place in South Africa and last 
3-4 weeks. Students will travel 
throughout Limpopo, Mpumalanga, 
& Gauteng, South Africa, visiting 
an array of sites. Courses include 
lectures and readings but focus on 
hands-on field experience. More 
information about Sepela Field 
Programs’ courses can be found at 
www.sepela.org. 

The Primate Studies Field School promotes a strong interdisciplinary and comparative 
approach to primate social behavior, family systems, ecology, and conservation, combining 
perspectives from evolutionary biology, psychology, anthropology, and human development. 
Participants will have the opportunity to: 
• Follow and observe in the wild 7-9 monkey and ape species
• Learn field methods for behavioral data collection
• Walk in Dian Fossey's footsteps with mountain gorillas
• Take in Rwanda's scenic beauty-- Africa's little Switzerland
• Explore Rwanda's natural and cultural heritage 

The four-week, six-credit field school held June 2016 is led by University of Arizona faculty 
primatologists Dieter and Netzin Steklis. Completed applications due by February 15, 2016. 
More info, photos and journals: www.primatefieldschool.arizona.edu; Dieter and Netzin 
Steklis (faculty leaders) primatefieldschool@arizona.edu.

http://www.sepela.org
http://www.primatefieldschool.arizona.edu
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For over 12 years, the Bioko 
Study Abroad program has taken 
students to Bioko as part of an 
immersive experience with the 
Bioko Biodiversity Protection 
Program (BBPP) that focuses on 
hands-on experiential learning 
and training in biodiversity research. This unique 
program includes individual field research projects 
at the Moka Wildlife Center in the highlands of 
Bioko, academically rigorous coursework at the 
National University of Equatorial Guinea in the 
capital city of Malabo, expeditions into Bioko's 
tropical forests, and cultural excursions to explore 
Bioko's diverse and storied past. Students have come 
from a wide array of backgrounds, but they have all 
left transformed, with a broadened worldview and a 
depth of experience that can only result from study 
of complex environmental challenges in a global 
context. To maintain this high level of individualized 
study, the program is offered twice a year (September 
- December and January - March) to a class of eight 
students.

The program offers a unique opportunity for 
undergraduates and recent graduates to:
• Study tropical biodiversity and its 

conservation, with an emphasis on field work 
that takes advantage of Bioko Island's pristine 
rainforests ranging from sea level to over 3,000 

Field Course in 
South Africa

Mawana Game 
Reserve is a 12,000h 
privately owned ranch, 
primarily used as 
a game reserve for 

recreational hunting. Most local wildlife is present, 
with the exception of rhinos, buffalos and lions.  
A typical day during the field course consists of 
a one hour introduction to the different methods 
used in animal behaviour studies, followed by 
practical exercises and/or experiments in the field 
with wild animals. Since this course is operated 
in collaboration with the Inkawu Vervet Project, 
eight groups of vervet monkeys that are habituated 
to the presence of researchers can therefore be 
approached closely.

The study site is located in Kwazulu-Natal, 
about 250km from Durban (airport) and about 
50km from Vryheid, a large town with shops and 
a hospital. 
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This field course in Methods in Animal 
Behaviour is designed to provide students with 
field experience in biology, ethology and ecology. 
It is intended for undergraduates, who want to 
get first experience in working with wild animals. 
Students will acquire knowledge of methods in:
• measuring environmental variables, such as 

GPS data and phenology
• collecting and analysing the natural 

behaviour of free-ranging animals, using 
telemetry, camera traps, ethograms and 
standard behavioural sampling techniques

• field experimentation, including food and 
predator model experiments

• acoustic analyses, including natural 
recordings and playback experiments

For more information, please visit http://www2.
unine.ch/compcog/field_course_south_africa 
or contact Stéphanie Mercier (Stephanie.
mercier@unine.ch; 0041.32.718.24.69). For more 
information on the Inkawu Vervet Project and 
its activities, please visit http://www2.unine.
ch/compcog/page-27575_fr.html or contact Dr 
Erica van de Waal (erica.vandewaal@uzh.ch). 

Bioko Island Study Abroad m in elevation, its 
seven species of 
rare monkeys, and 
its four species of 
nesting sea turtles.

• Work in 
collaboration with 
experienced African 
field biologists on 
an individual research 
project, and thus 
adding to the biodiversity 
database being created for 
Bioko Island.

• Work in collaboration with an established 
conservation program on the political, 
economic and ecological issues involved in 
biodiversity conservation, thereby building 
personal credentials and contacts.

• Explore the linguistic and cultural diversity of 
Equatorial Guinea by collaborating with local 
university students on research projects and on 
Spanish language skills.

For more information, please visit www.drexel.
edu/studyabroad or contact either Study Abroad 
at Drexel University (Daniela Ascarelli; ascareld@
drexel.edu; 215-895-6280) or Dr. Mary Katherine 
Gonder (mkg62@drexel.edu; 215-571-4638). For 
more information on the BBPP and its activities, 
please visit www.bioko.org. 
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