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On 18 October the group left its sleeping tree at 0530 h 
and moved into a neighbouring tree, where the titis rested 
until 0600 h. They then moved, fed, and rested intermit-
tently until 0940 h. During this period, all were in the lower 
forest levels and clearly visible for much of the time. No 
infant was present. At 0950 h the group moved into a vine 
tangle at a height of about 22 m. The two adults remained 
there for the next two hours, while the subadult and the 
juvenile foraged and fed nearby, occasionally approaching 
the adults.

At 1300 h, we saw the neonate for the fi rst time. It was 
carried by the juvenile, who had climbed down and was 
moving at a height of about 7 m. The neonate had dark 
grey skin and was very sparsely haired. Head-body length 
was estimated to be about 12-13 cm. The juvenile was not 
moving particularly slowly or carefully, and at one point 
the juvenile rubbed his back, and the neonate, against 
a trunk. When the neonate screamed, the other group 
members looked towards the juvenile and the neonate, but did 
not interfere. 

The juvenile continued to carry the neonate until between 
1440 h and 1450 h. We did not notice the transfer, but 
from 1450 h it was carried by the adult male, who stayed 
mostly in the upper canopy, while the others used different 
levels of the forest during foraging, moving and resting. At 
1530 h, the adult male climbed down and approached the 
female. They rested together at a height of 4 m. We heard 
the neonate vocalizing, and at 1600 h it moved from the 
male’s back to his ventrum. At 1610 h the female climbed 
up into the canopy, followed by the male with the neonate. 
They remained out of sight until 1640 h, when the male, 
still with the neonate, entered a sleeping site, immediately 
followed by the female. The subadult and the juvenile en-
tered at 1650 h and 1659 h, respectively.

The quantitative data collected during a 3-day observation 
period do not allow for a statistical comparison of activity 
budgets. However, it may be no coincidence that the time 
spent resting by the female on the day of the birth was 41%, 
compared to 24% on the two days preceding the birth. Fur-
thermore, she was much more vigilant (12% of time) com-
pared to 6% and 3%, respectively, the two days before.

While we could not determine the exact time of birth, it is 
clear that it took place after 0950 h, most likely during the 
prolonged resting period of the male and the female. In cap-
tivity, birth in titi monkeys occurs during the night (Meritt, 
1980), but no information is available from the fi eld. In 
wild New World monkeys, diurnal births have been re-
ported from Saguinus labiatus and S. imperator (Nacimento 
Bezerra and Porter, 1999; Windfelder, 2000). It is diffi cult 
to estimate how common diurnal births may be as opposed 
to nocturnal, due to the rarity of any reports on births in 
the wild.

In titi monkeys, the father is the principal infant carrier 
from the fi rst week of life (Jantschke et al., 1995; Wright, 

1984), and it would seem to be quite unusual that this 
newborn was carried by the juvenile for some time after its 
birth. The juvenile was born in November 2002 and had, 
therefore, never seen a younger sibling before. It was inex-
perienced in this sense, and showed inappropriate behav-
iours, such as trying to rub off the neonate. The parents did 
not interfere, and the newborn was apparently unharmed. 
When the group was followed again on 21 and 23 October, 
the male was carrying the infant. By September 2004, it had 
become a juvenile.
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