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Introduction

Mico rondoni is a recently described marmoset spe-
cies endemic to the state of Ronddnia, Brazil (Ferrari
et al.,, 2010). The species is considered vulnerable to
extinction, with the main threats being habitat loss and
fragmentation, agriculture, livestock, urban expansion,
rural settlements, increased road and energy matrices
(Messias and Valenc¢a-Montenegro, 2018). Estimates
indicate that 38 % of the species’ distribution has been
converted due to the expansion of agriculture and in-
frastructure works, and it is expected that over the next
11 years this loss will increase to 50 % of its distribution
(Ochoa-Quintero et al., 2017). However, ecological and

behavioral data are scarce for the species, and more in-
formation is needed to propose conservation measures
in both rural and urban environments.

Studies indicate that Mico rondoni exhibits tolerance to
environmental changes/disturbances (Messias and Va-
lenga-Montenegro, 2018), but that it has been recorded
at very low abundance when compared to other species
of the family (Ferronato et al., 2018) and is probably ab-
sent in fragments smaller than 0.1 km* (Medeiro et al,,
2019). M. rondoni has also been observed to form mixed
associations with Leontocebus weddelli (Gusmaio et al.,
2015). There are no records of predation for the species
to date; in general, it is difficult to observe this type of
event in callitrichids (Ferrari, 2009). Potential predators
of the species include birds of prey (Picho-Paucar and
Torre, 2020) and medium-sized primates (Costa et al.,
2020), based on information from other representatives
of the family.

In the present paper we report a predation attempt by do-
mestic cats on a Mico rondoni infant in an urban forest
remnant in the municipality of Porto Velho, in southwes-
tern Amazonia.

Material and Methods

The municipality of Porto Velho is the capital of the
state of Rondonia, with an extent of 34,091 km? The
city is crossed by the Madeira River (Fig. 1). The forest
area where the present study was carried out is 1.17 ki-
lometers away from the Madeira River. This forest is a
protected area according to the Brazilian Forest Code
because it is traversed by a small whitewater river that
is approximately 10 m wide. According to the residents,
the presence of groups of Mico rondoni in association
with Leontocebus weddelli are common in this area, and
stray dogs and cats are also present in the area.

Results and Discussion

The event occurred on April 22,2020 at 3:00 pm. The mar-
moset group included seven individuals (six adults and
one infant), and they were located approximately 1 m abo-
ve the ground feeding on bananas (Musa paradisiaca) that
were planted on the banks of the river by the local people.
Three domestic cats were nearby, and they preyed upon
the marmoset group. The cats took advantage of the short
distance and jointly attacked the group of marmosets in
an attempt to capture the primates. At the moment of the
attack, the infant fell off the back of one of the adults, into
the water. The cat caught the infant, but a local resident
who observed the interaction promptly intervened and se-
parated the cat from the marmoset, and later dried off the
infant and kept it in a bucket (Fig. 2).

The infant was taken to the veterinarian to be treated for
the multiple perforations caused by the cat’s teeth. After
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the procedures were completed, the animal was released
near the place where the event took place (Fig. 3). Unfor-
tunately, the Wild Animal Rehabilitation Center of Porto
Velho is currently closed and not receiving any animals.
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Figure 1. Location of the predation attempt by Felis catus on the
Mico rondoni infant. The squared area in the inset map indica-

tes the location of the city of Porto Velho.
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Figure 2. Mico rondoni infant after attempted predation by Felis
catus. Photo: Marcos Fernandes.
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Figure 3. Mico rondoni infant in recovery after veterinary treat-
ment. Photo: Marcos Fernandes.

Although not successful due to the intervention of the
local resident, this predation attempt shows the poten-
tial impact of the presence of feral domestic animals on
threatened primate species in urban forest environments.
This particular situation is especially challenging due to
the small total size of the remaining Mico rondoni popu-
lation and the small number of mature individuals (Mes-
sias and Valenga-Montenegro, 2018), so that the loss of
individuals to exotic domestic species could represent a
serious threat to the maintenance of the species.

Acknowledgments

To the project “Que mico é esse?” for the support and
to the local residents for providing detailed information.

Marcela Alvares Oliveira, Programa de Pds-Graduagio
em Rede Bionorte, Porto Velho, Rondonia, Brazil, Uni-
versidade Federal de Rondonia-UNIR and Associa¢io
de Defesa Etnoambiental Kanindé, Porto Velho, Ron-
donia, Brazil, E-mail: <marcela.mugrabe@gmail.com>
and Marcos Fernandes, Independent researcher, E-mail:
<fernandespvh77@hotmail.com>.

References

Costa, T. M., da Silva, D. J., Carniello, M. A., Muniz, C.
C., Gusmao, A. C., da Silva, O. D. and Silva, V. D. 2020.
Predagédo oportunistica de Mico melanurus (Primates,
Callitrichidae) por Sapajus cay (Primates, Cebidae) em
ecotono entre o Pantanal e a Amazdnia. Oecologia Aust.
24(1): 179-184.

Ferronato, M. L, Bonavigo, P. H., Messias, M. R. and Sil-
va, N. M. O. 2018. Manejo florestal sustentavel e a mas-
tofauna amazdnica: o caso da fazenda Manoa, Rondo-
nia, Brasil. RBCA 7(2): 9-18.

Ferrari, S. E 2009. Predation risk and antipredator strategies.
In: South American primates— comparative perspectives
in the study of behavior, ecology, and conservation, P. A.
Garber, A. Estrada, J. C. Bicca-Marques, E. W. Heymann,
K. B. Strier (eds.), pp. 251-277. Springer, New York.

Ferrari, S. F, Sena, L., Schneider, M. P. C. and Junior, J.
S. S. 2010. Rondon’s marmoset, Mico rondoni sp. n.,
from southwestern Brazilian Amazonia. Int. J. Prima-
tol. 31(5): 693-714.

Gusmdo, A. C,, Souza, L. S., Costa, T. M., Velten, T., San-
tos-Filho, M. and Ferronato, M. L. 2015. Formagio de
grupo misto entre Mico rondoni Ferrari et al., 2010,
Saguinus weddelli (Deville, 1849) e Mico melanurus (E
Geoftroy, 1812) na RESEX do Rio Cautério, Ronddnia,
Brasil. Neotrop. Primates 22(1): 50-52.

Medeiro, A. Z., Aratjo, L. S. and Oliveira, M. A. 2019. Ri-
queza de mamiferos de médio e grande porte em Area
de Preservagao Permanente do distrito de Jaci Parana,
Rondo6nia. RBCA 8(2): 1-8.

Messias, M. R. and Valen¢a-Montenegro, M. M. 2018.
Mico rondoni Ferrari, Sena, Schneider & Silva Jr., 2010.
In: Livro Vermelho da Fauna Brasileira Ameacada




50 Neotropical Primates 27(1), July 2021

de Extin¢do Volume II-Mamiferos, ICMBio (eds.),
pp-241-244. ICMBio/MMA, Brasilia.

Ochoa-Quintero, J. M., Chang, C. H., Gardner, T. A,
Rezende Messias, M., Sutherland, W. J. and Delben, E
A. 2017. Habitat Loss on Rondon’s Marmoset Potential
Distribution. Land 6(1): 8.

Picho-Paucar, J. and Torre, S. 2020. Predation by a sla-
te-colored hawk, Leucopternis schistacea, on juvenile
Graell’s black mantled tamarins, Leontocebus nigricollis
graellsi. Neotrop. Primates 26(1): 75-77.






